
Petite Suite: Ballet 
 

Movement 4 
 
 

Claude Debussy 
 

arranged by Paul De Bra for 
accordion orchestra 

 
Petite Suite by Claude Debussy (1862-1918) is a composition for piano 4 
hands. Most famous is the orchestration by Henry Büsser (1872-1973). 
The arrangement for accordion orchestra is based on this orchestration 
and is of the fourth movement (Ballet). It consists of 8 accordion parts, 
bass and 4 percussion parts (timpani, triangle, cymbal, tambourine). 
Different registrations are used to simulate violins, trumpet, horn, oboe, 
clarinet, etc. Nothing is critical (as it was originally all piano anyway). 
 
This composition is in the public domain world-wide, but the 
orchestration by Büsser is in the public domain in the USA, but will enter 
the public domain in reasonable countries on Jan. 1, 2024. (Europe has to 
wait another 20 years.) 
 
A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube. 
 
This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution 
license. 
 













 Claude Debussy, orch. Henry Büsser
arr. Paul De Bra(movement IV)Petite Suite: Ballet
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 = ca. 100

pizz.arco

pizz.arco

arco

(loco)

pizz.

(arco)

or       with (almost) no tremolo

pizz.

(arco)

mild or no tremolo
Allegro giusto
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Use cymbal with soft mallets.

arcopizz.arco

arcopizz.arco

arcopizz.

div. where needed

div. where needed

div. where needed

arcopizz.
arco

arcopizz.arco
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pizz.

pizz.

(switch as soon as possible)

arco
(switch only if next switch is also possible)

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.
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cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

arcopizz.arco

arcopizz.

cresc. poco a poco
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cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

(keep       but 8vb when switch is impossible)

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

arco
cresc. poco a poco

arco
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normal mallet

arcopizz.

(echo)

small notes =
other voices

small notes =
other voices
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  = ca. 65-70

pizz. poco

poco

poco

poco

a tempo
rit.

Tempo di valse
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small notes first voice
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poco

soft mallets

pizz.
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(pizz.)
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molto
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Tempo primo
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pizz.arcopizz.

pizz.arcopizz.

arcopizz.

(switch only if next switch is also possible)
pizz.

pizz.arcopizz.

pizz.arcopizz.
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cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco
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cresc. poco a poco
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cresc. poco a poco

(switch as soon as possible) cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco
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cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

arco
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normal mallets

arcopizz.arco

pizz.
arco

8va al fine
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pizz.
tempo di valse
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(or play octaves)

arco

arco

arco

PDB 22/12/22For more arrangements, check out www.de-bra.nl/arrangements.html.
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