Symphony nr. 40, mov. 1

KV550, Molto Allegro

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

arranged by Paul De Bra for accordion orchestra
(1a/b, 2a/b, 3a/b, 4a/b, bass)

Mozart is well-known for composing very nice music that is nearly
impossible to play. Several of his symphonies are very difficult, and
Symphony nr. 40 is no exception. Part of the difficulty is in long stretches
of repeated notes (not so hard on a violin, but on an accordion...). As
much as possible the arrangement has them interleaved between
different voices, (hopefully) making them less difficult.

Mozart only wrote two symphonies in minor. Nr. 25 and 40 are both in G
minor. Nr. 25 is sometimes called the “little” G minor symphony and nr.
40 the “great” G minor symphony. Symphony nr. 40 was composed in a
very short time (along with nr. 39 and 41) and it shows signs of being
rushed. A few placed with a doubtful choice of notes are indicated in the
arrangement. Mozart supposedly never heard a performance of these
three symphonies.

This is quite a difficult composition and arrangement. Movement 3 is a lot
easier and has been arranged as well. The arrangement of movement 1 is
an attempt to make this composition accessible to advanced accordion
orchestras (“Hochststufe”).

A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube.

This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution
license (and so is the recording).
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KV550, Molto AHGgI’O Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Molto Allegro J = ca. 110 arr. Paul De Bra
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